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**Grade This One**

Briley Cox  September 24, 2020

Framed Problem:

Mormal microwawves have too many buttons. Especially for college students, the amount of buttons and clicking all over the microwave is a waste of their tima with busy
schedules. The food buttons are really useless when students just prafer to put food in for the amount of time they like.
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Memo:

The new design for the microwave was made with
the college student in mind. It took out all the useless
buttons from the previous microwave. The design
makes it much easier for students to use by not
having to click on buttons to heat up their college
favorites. Instead, they now can heat up their food
with the tumn of a dial to the time they want. The
design was created to take out all the pointless
buttons in a microwave, in so doing, making it an
easier experience for college students to use the
microwave in their dorm rooms.

The principle that was focused on the most in this
design was the 80/20 Rule. The 80/20 Rule explains
when 80% of a system's audience uses only 20% of
the overall design. When creating this design, | kept
this principle in mind because | wanted my audience
to use most, if not all of the interface of the
microwave. Therefore, | kept it simpler and just used
the larger dial and digital screen for time instead of
buttons. A slight tumn is much easier than clicking a
few buttons. With the use of the dial in a smooth
circle, it accommodates the Gestalt Principle of Good
Continuation. By tuming the dial, it draws your eyes
all the way around the circle or draws your eyes
around a curve to whichever time you end up
selecting. This makes it so much easier to pick a time
because itis a smooth circle that leads from each 30
second interval to the next. The last principle | kept in
mind while | was designing a new interface to a
microwave was Advance Organizer.| have not seen
any microwaves with a dial for time, but the whole dial
concept is like a microwave oven when you turn a dial
to select the temperature. Although my audience
may not know how to use a microwave without
buttons, their previous knowledge of microwave
ovens and use of dials in vehicles will guide them in
the right direction on how to use this microwave.
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Briley Cox August 31,2020

Framed Problem:

In regular microwaves, many buttons need to be pressed in erder to perform the simple task of heating something p for a certain amount of time. College students need an

easier way to sat a time for the heating of their food and beverages. The press of ane button instead of a few or the spinning of a dial would be much easier and afficient for collage
tryingto ut ing a college and study schedula that is demanding
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Memo

The design of the new microwave for college
students is the best and most efficient in order to
allow for heating of items with the click of one
button or the turn of a dial. With this design, there
are no more “Time Cook” buttons or even a
keypad where numbers once were. Instead of a
keypad of numbers 0-9, there is a dial that goes
from 0 seconds to 6 minutes and 30 seconds.
This ensures that the user can adjust the dial to
the time of their choosing without hitting any
buttons. The dial is the part of the design that
follows the 80/20 principle. Figuring that this is the
easiest way to heat food without the touch of
buttons will cause 80% of people to just switch
the dial instead of clicking any buttons. This part of
the design is only a small portion of the overall
screen of the microwave, concluding that the
80/20 principle will be relevant.

The rest of the design focuses on aspects that
are important to college students. By doing
research and asking college students, many
explained they wanted buttons that featured their
favorite college foods. The buttons of “Noodles,”
“Pizza," and “Frozen Dinners” allow the college
students to heat up their college favorites with the
click of one button, instead of a few numbers. The
microwave is also complete with a more advanced
time and date in order to remind college students
of what day of the week it is because it is not the
easiest thing to remember with a crazy schedule.
Along with the craziness, there is a heating pad
button to give the busy students a nice warm
heating pad for their headaches and pains after a
long day. The design of this microwave is the best
for college students in order to get the hot
beverages they want with the click of one button
ora small twist of a dial.



